SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
spontaneous evolution is replaced by controlled
socialisation under a dictatorship of the proletariat.
Left to itself, capitalism would, said Marx, through a
long series of automatic booms and depressions,
ultimately "negate" itself. Free competition would
ultimately give way to cut-throat competition between
large concerns and, in the end, cut-throat competition
would be replaced by forms of monopoly, involving
financial control by an oligarchy of nominally com-
peting groups. By a series of stages, in other words,
capitalism would eventually "socialise" itself; that is to
say, it would prepare itself, structurally, for ex-
propriation by the democratic power of the age. This,
presumably, will be the destiny of the United States, a
capitalist universe cut off from the rest of the world. In
Europe, on the other hand, capitalism is not so likely
to be left to itself in this way. On account of the
expanding nature of capitalism, whose development
knows no lasting equilibrium, the need for wider and
wider markets must inevitably produce conflict be-
tween rival groups of monopolists, organising them-
selves under the terrible banners of nationality.
Imperialism was described by Lenin as the final stage of
capitalism in the modern world, a world that must go
down in a bloody struggle between the "haves" and
the "have-nots" among the nations. In the course of
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